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press Catherine of Russia, Joseph II of Austria, and other
potentates became acknowledged disciples.

Physiocracy was an attempt to light the way to a statesman-
like and peaceful removal of the evils from which France was
suffering in the pre-Revolution period. The system of Colbert
had never been abolished. It had degenerated into something
far worse. The genuine attempt to make France wealthy and
powerful by the artificial forcing of export industries and the
restriction of imports had been followed by a multiplicity of
imposts and impediments to trade, the main purpose of which
was the provision of funds for a degenerate and corrupt court.
The taxes were farmed by unscrupulous taxgatherers, and
bore with especial severity upon the peasant, already over-
burdened with rent, while a part of the yield was still used
under the effete mercantile system to subsidize manufactures
and exports.

The Natural Order

The basis of Physio cratic economics was a philosophy which
held that there was a natural order of society which would
establish itself automatically, as water finds its own level, if
permitted to do so. The ordre positif was the existing condition
of society, brought about by the blundering and unwarranted
interference of governments. The ordre naturel was the condition
of society which would establish itself if these interferences were
removed. Look where you would you must reach the con-
clusion that natural forces working alone tended to the estab-
lishment of a happier society, indeed of the happiest society
which man could hope to see, Rousseau was preaching the
doctrine of the superiority of the state of nature, the supreme
right of man to be free, and the viciousness of existing laws,
including the laws of property, which restricted this freedom.
The Physiocrats held that man, in leaving the state of nature
and adopting the laws of property, had been impelled forwards
by forces which were a part of those tending towards the estab-
lishment of the ordre naturel. To secure to a man the use of
what he had produced was natural. They believed in property.